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Hog production and meat packing have played an important role in Indiana's economy

from early statehood to the present day. This photograph shows the Spears, Dugan and Company
slaughterhouse located near Delphi, Indinona. According to information on the reverse of the

original photograph, the first buildings were erected in 1846, The packing house shown here

was constructed of stone, measwred 200 by 120 feet, and was fireprogf.

Business flourished during the Civil War when Spears, Dugan was said (o be the largest packing
house in Indiana—slaughtering 1,000 hogs per day during the height of the packing season

The business closed (n the late 1870s and by 1933, the buildings had been torm down and the stone
used in constructing another factory. From information with the photograph
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Agriculiure has been—and still is—
an important part of Indiana’s economic
success. Indiana has been—and still is—
an important part of the agricultural
strength of the United States.

A major part of Indiana’s agricul-
tural contribution has been—and still
is—hogs. The pork industry that now
thrives in Indiana is very dilferent, how-
ever, [rom its nineteenth-century begin-
nings.

This issue focuses on the origins of
that hog economy in Indiana. It offers you
an opportunity to investigate how the hog
has affected your own communily or area
throughout its history,

On page 3, a Umeline is used to
show how pigs were brought here and
thrived. Investigation in an encyclopedia
can provide interesting information about
the long history of pigs around the world.

On page 4, we describe brieflly how
early seitlers’ Wfestyle changes enabled
them to be a part of the growing agricul-
tural indusiry in Indiana—dominated by
the corn-hog economy.

Pages 5 through 11 coniain pari of a
fascinating story by an early ploneer—
Oliver Johnson—as related to his grand-
son, We have used a chapler describing a
hog drive to Cincinnati, We have added
various illusirations and excerpts from
other sources that help to clarify and
expand points in the narrative,

The use of these other primary
sources helps to demonstrate the need to
verify any historical information. Espe-
clally with oral history, which generally is
based on memories, we must test the
accuracy of the individual's testimony.

On pages 12 and 13, we briefly
describe tmportant changes that took
place in agriculture throughout the
nineteenth century in the United States.

The crossword puzzle on page 14
olfers a sample of how pigs/hogs, their
habits, and our ideas about their behav-
for have entered our language.

The Apple on page 15 as usual
contains sources and resources for
further exploration,

Pigs! Pigs! Everywhere!

During my residence in Indianapolis

everybody kept- pigs, and everybody kept
them in the street. Governor Noble pre-
sented me with a pair, and in two years I

found myself owner of a herd of some thirty
children of the street, and of not good, con-
duct. Theirskill inopening gates, digging
into & fleld under the rails, or squeeziog
through them, went far to convince me of
the reasoning power of plgs.

You Be the Historian

* How has the hog or hog industry spe-
cifically related to your community in the
past or present?

* Explore resources in your community
about early business and industry re-
lated to hogs—or other agricultural con-
cerns. Be sure to explore county and
town records for such things as permits,
taxes, and ordinances that would reflect
agriculiural needs and concerns.,

Henry Ward Beeacher, a famous minister who lived in Indiana
from 1837-1847, dascribes the living conditions of pigs in
Indianapolis in this excerpt from a latter sent to The North

Wastern Farmer, Vol. 2, No. 2, February 1, 1867, 33.
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Pigs in Time

A.D. 750-1000 — First domestic swine is introduced
into what is now the U_S, by
Polynesian sattlers in Hawai.

Columbus brings first Old World

livestock to the New World—

including horses, dogs, pigs,

cattle, chickens, sheep, and

goats.

———— Franch sxplorers bring pigs to
Canada; colonists at Massachu-

satts Bay, New York

s &nd other areas of

1483

indicates that tha population

is 427: Ivastock included 352
owen, 588 cows, 260 horses, and
285 hogs.

George Rogers Clark captures
Vincennas from the British during
the American Revolution.

Flatboat cargos passing Louisville
from Pittsburgh and southem Ohio
include the following ilems:
bacon—1,008,026 pounds; pork—
22 602 barrels; 1,513 live hogs;
lard—775,692 pounds.

179

1810-1811

o — - —

Currants in the fver moved fathoats downviver only. The poles
helped glide the boat In the cwrrent. From Florence Bass,
Staries of Pioneer Life (Boston: D. C. Heath & Co,, 1806), 46,

Indiana bacomes a stala.

A typical Indiana flatboal cames
the following to New Orleans: 18
barrels whiskey, 70 barrels cals,
8,000 pounds bulk pork, 300
barrels com, 7 barels pori, and
15 barrels corn meal

November 1834 —— Cwver 30,000 hogs driven through
Brookyille, Indiana to Cincinnati;
123,000 hogs slaughtered at
Cincinnati during the 1834-35
SBE50N

Farmers in the Cid Northwesi,
including Indiana, bacoma more
interested in improving their hogs
through better breeding.

18408 —

From The North Westem Farmer, Vol,
2. No. 12, Decambar 1, 1887, 242.

Ohio lsads U.S. in production of
hogs; Indiana, Kentucky, and
IMinois take tums in second
place.
Growih and development of the
rallroad in Indiana and the
Midwes! promole increased

of com and hogs. Only
8.6% of Hoosler population live in
cities with population of 2 500 or
more

Indiana is important meatpacking
state, Indianapolis is fourth largest
pork packer in country behind
Chicago, Cincinnati, and
1, Louis,

— Exparimantation with refrigeraled
rail cars brings fresh rather than
cured meal to East Coasi cities.

18508

168608

16870s

lata 18708
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Hogs: Subsistence to Industry

Hogs brought to America by early Spanish,
English, French, and other settlers did not look like
the hogs of today. These early hogs quickly adapted
to their environments, running wild, feeding on
forest nuts, roots, and berries, and reproducing
rapidly.

Alter the American Revolution, settlers moved
westward across the Appalachian Mountains inio
present-day Tennessee and Kentucky, and eventu-
ally into the Old Northwest. These settlers brought
with them the tools, seeds, and livestock needed to
make farms in the wilderness. The hogs they
brought also quickly adapted Lo the forest wilder-
ness—{oraging for food and roaming wild,

The first goal of settlers in the Old Northwest
was to provide food and shelter for themselves and
their families—subsistence farming. After these
needs were satisfled, farmers wanted places Lo sell
their surplus farm products. They had a problem
because the markets where prices were highest were

also the farthest away—in New Orleans and in the
East.

Rivers provided the only means of transporia-
tion for heavy. bulky products such as corn and
hogs. Corn and hogs rapidly became the basis for a
market economy in Indiana and the rest of the
Midwest.

Until railroads became common in Indiana in
the 1850s and 1860s, many farmers found that they
could make more money leeding their surplus comn
to their hogs and then driving their fattened hogs to
the nearest pork-packing center—Cincinnati, Madi-
son, Terre Haute, Indianapolis, and elsewhere.

By 1850, Indiana ranked third in the United
States in hog production and fourth in com produc-
tion. In 1860, Indiana ranked first in hog produc-
tion. In 1984, Indiana is fifth in hog production in
the nation,

Sources: Buley. Barnhart and Carmony, Thornbrough, and
Incllanapolls Star Advertising Supplement, June 5, 1994, 2.

1850s; Berkshire,
Chester White, and Essex,

1870s: Hampshire,

- Early Breeds of Hogs in Indiana

Bold-laced bread namas are llusiralad hane.

Yorkshire, and Vicloria.  Sources: Dawson, 57, 69, Shepard, 223, 238, 257, Latla, 174-177,

1840s: Poland China.

4 The indiana Historian August 1984
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Driving Hogs to the River

The narrative on the next few pages is o et
part of Howard Johnson's account of his e Uy e o T
grandfather Oliver's reminiscences of life in e A :
Indiana during the first half of the nine-
teenth century. Our thanks to the Indiana
Historical Society for parmission to print
this excerpl. Py

The additional information about -5
hogs and agriculture in Indiana isonly -
a sampling of the primary sources
available.

As the years went by we "=
kept cuttin down trees and - e~
clearin more ground. That AN

meant more fields and T i L

more corn. There wasn't any market R Mt
for corn then because there wasn't any way to From Hemper's s peinind in Harold
ship it Gut. Here st hohé I HR G tori Gt 7 o ers s Saue Actwence
bushel; that is, if you could find anybody to e, 107a). Vol. 1, 147.

buy it. Down on the Ohio River at the big-
ger towns, like Cincinnati, Lawrenceburg, and
Madison, was slaughterhouses that packed
pork durin the winter months and sent it
down the river by boat to New Orleans.
Settlers wasn't long in findin out that
feedin hogs and drivin them to these

You Se et Rsarien river markets was a good way to sell
* Try to locate primary sources that their corn.
;‘r:rf o ’h“:l di“'-‘“““";rlulm this hog Most of the hogs raised then

e account on pages 5-11,
* Write your own reminiscence of a was rough-lookin, long-legged, long-
trip that you have taken. Make sure snouted breed. They had to be that
lhalﬂt w:nlrdmlldt :;talh about tmﬂ- way to walk to the Ohio River. A
[ ll:l.g_ SICCTE mmﬂ ns ]
s0 that & listortan in Alty years could close-made fat hog wouldn't last
use your story as a plece of evidence. one day on such a drive.
Everybody’'s hogs run loose

Source; Johnson, Qliver. 4 Home in the Woods: OWher Johnson's Rami-
niscences of Early Marion County as Fielated by Howard Johnson, Indiana 10 Erowed up in the woods In

Historical Society Publications, vol, 16, no. 2 (Indianapolis: Indiana sort of a half-wild state. Nobody
Historical Soclaty, 1851), pp. 218-24,

Syt | chiara Fiimicrial Bursay 1364 The Indiana Hislorian August 1884 &




Driving Hogs to the River, continued
An Impudent Cuss

The common hog has diferant names in

bothered about a shed. They different localities, some of which are as

wasn't even fenced in until sellin follows: “Elm-Poslers,” Hazel Spiitiers,”
time. The only care they had was a m“:" m'blmi
little corn throwed out of a evenin White,” “Tramps,” “None-such,” “Land Pike,"
to keep them in the habit of comin "Catton Planter,” “Tonawanta,” slc. By
up. Through the day they rooted m”h“"“bh:‘ :'m o T
around through the woods eatin roots nosed, hng"::r;w long necked. long
and herbs and anything they could legged, slab-sided, small hamed, coarse
find. In the fall we drove them out in a hm:’}g‘““ﬂwﬁ";ﬂh:”
Iw. an IIIM“
beech thicket, with a pond or swamp anbuted o i aonlisnibor o Hian ons
nearby where they could get water, put out hundred years.
some salt and left them to feed on the From Shepard, 20.

beechnuts for a few weeks. It was surprisin
how them nuts would start them to swellin
out. Then they was brought in and put in a
rail pen and fed all the corn they could eat for
a while.
Occasionally a sow would drift off in the
woods, have a litter of pigs and wouldn't come
up, or we couldn't find her. Her pigs growed up
like wild hogs and lived back in the woods. [ re-

member Pap comin in one time from a huntin trip
and tellin how he had to take to a big log when
4 big half-wild boar chased him. He said he

Corn = Heavy Hogs finally had to shoot him before he could
A haslnl of nn oirn fed b gﬁt down off that lﬂg

o7 ek e s uaaity Sooab i ASher e ot o b 2o whe

Sl et

St th ot o o york oy vel & Mg Tl pes, .. » A0 we

pd:f.d:lml-..ldub::{: 'n:!.np;ﬂm udf i Pllt shelled corn in the PEn and

o . dribbled out a few long streaks
— through the woods. Them half-wild

o Tha Mok Wsiers Farmee: Vil 2 Ho. hogs would foller the traces of

11, November 1, 1867, 208, corn up to the pen. . . . After they

was fed a while in the pen, we

The Imdiana Historian August 1954 1 Dot Irsinra biminsices Burss b



could toll and drive em in and put
em with the main herd.

There wasn't many roads leadin

out of Indianapolis. For the Ohio

River towns you had your choice of
the Madison Road or the Brookville

Road. About all you could say was

that they was roads in name only; jist gresiest hog market, wa vanturs to say in thef

a lane cut through the woods. . . .
wagon would go thump, thump,

thump over them, shakin the daylights ;i"il_"lh last throe weeks. Some day's it seam-]
out of you. They was only wide enough g "I‘,_":];::."'“‘ of naturs's stere house was

for one way travel. During the winter

Brookville Overrun

Hocs!'—For the Iast thres weeks our syes have
bian greeted with searcs llj_.ﬁ.il[; excapl il
dréves of the swinlsh multituds, Within that time,
“from of ewn sdes of things," and from the cal-
celations af others,thare must uw‘nmiﬁmlh [
it place, upwards of THIRTY THOUSAND
HOGS; all winding thers way to, Cincinnati, the

known world. All thess hoge wre from & small
mction of this State. Wa are told by the oldest
Mitlers, that there never wers as many bogs drove
htagh thie place in one year, before, as has begn

months these roads got so muddy from DY e S
wagon wheels, stagecoaches, and hog
drivin that they was almost impassable. Yet
the winter was the only time we could drive
hogs to market, as that was the only time the
packin houses was runnin. Even then we
could drive only when the ground was soft;
hard froze ground cut the hogs feet.
Several farmers would club together on a
drive. Each owner had his hogs earmarked and
counted in when the drive started.
A drove would be some two or three hundred
hogs, sometimes more . . .. A drive was al-
ways in charge of a boss who rode a horse. . . .
There was six or eight drivers, dependin on the

Pork to Englnn_r.l

" _.d_merrienh J'-'m-I FTlh: Lr:lqh .?-Il'ﬂm.-!.', an Frelish
apEr, saye il privaie 1ErE Bdeiw 1lwp deal e Uula-
ed E:-IH- ro be srealy pleasod with 1han:|:-|ulL| ol Bir Roliort
FPeels 1arill which allaws of tie intrsluction sl sahied pro-
visions of libcral roies of duty. Proparodoss sre making
to seeed Large snppdies of pork; home, &¢., 10 thie coaniry,
mat galy from ihe bock wemern Siaiee, ot from Dielawate,
whﬂl- 1rl-“"‘.'{-11i*. &-'I:-. wlicre ithe ||.ir;l| TiE  TFUEE TS
leerds rum will i the wonels gmd Feed ononeorns @l mokee,
From the Lialis of the animale anid e faed they Yve npan,
their flesh i nf & superior flavoe, aml we mey auticiyne g
large imporintion ot & molerase price,” )

From Prairie Farmar, Vol, 3, No. 1, January 1843, 12.

MNovamber 28, 1834, 3,

size of the herd, who went a foot. Then there
was a wagon with four horses and a driver to
pick up the hogs that give out.
Dotted along the roads to the river
towns was taverns to take care of the
public . . . . Some taverns was for the
stage lines, while others was
equipped with yards or open pens
for the hog drivers. The drivers

O Copynght s Hismorial Burmai 1 The Indiana Hisloran August 1954 T
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Driving Hogs to the River, continued Prairic lcho

A sy wee 3 - - i

was dressed so rough and got so
smeared with mud they wasn't
fit to put up at finer places with
people that traveled by stage-
coach.

Mostly the drivers was young
men, sons of the owners of the hogs.
They could stand the hard work and
the exposure lots better than older
men. . . .
The first day out on a drive we would
make right good time. After that it was

mighty slow work. The hogs wouldn't

move so fast when they begun to get tired.
It took from fifteen to twenty days to drive e
them to Cincinnati, dependin on the "My syes Jack! what kind o° craft d'ye call thal?* ‘Why
travelin qualities of the hogs and the condi-
tion of the roads. Now and then a hog would
give out and just lay down in the mud. Then
the wagon drove up, and three or four of us
wasted no time a pickin him up, mud and all,
and shovin him in till he got rested up. If the
wagon was full, the driver went on to our
stoppin place, unloaded and come back for more
give-out hogs.
Along towards evenin the tavernkeeper
ahead would most likely come ridin up to find out
from the boss how many men to expect, how many
hogs, and how much corn to put gut for the night
feed. . ..
On arrivin at the tavern we drove the hogs
in the lot, unloaded the give-out ones, put our
horses up and fed them, then went to the
house and cleaned up as best we could. . . .
covered with mud from head to foot. If it was

8 The Indiana Histerian Augusi 1984 0 g diane M b 184



mer in queal of Lard (il.

Hi

- = =

. that's & Praine Schooner cruising after Pork Whalsa, D'ye take?

A Whale of a Hog?

In the 1840s, lard from park began o replace whale od for
use in lighting, lubrication, and soap and
candles. The purpose of this caroon was lo draw farmers
attention o this growing markel for their hogs.

From Prairie Farmar, Yol. 3, No. 6, Juna 1843, 141,

A Lesson in the Early Indiana Pork Trade

Alexander Wilson was bom in Gibson Counly on
January 10, 1805, Ha moved 1o Miami County in 1834, He
was an Indian trader, merchant, and hotel keeper. The two
letters from Wilson excerpted here indicate the many prob-
lems he faced as a merchani dealing with hogs,

Sourga: A Biograghical Direclary of the indiana Genaral Assam-

by, Wal. 1, 187181888 (Indianapolis: |ndiana Historical Bureauy,
1080), 420,

Peru, Indiana, November 25, 1844, To B, F. Marmis,
Cashigr of Indianapolis Bank:

A lew Days since | have made a Coniract With
William Conner & John Stephenson of Hamilton Co, for
from 8 fo 15 hundrad haad of hoggs Which Will be
Delivered lo me at Peru the 15t weeke in Dec, Which
Makes i Necessary for ma lo ask an accomadation of
tweniy or iwenty five hundred dollars from your Bank .
The man | Contracted With for the Pork Commenced
feading 5o aarly thai thedr pork is now fal and | couwld not
pravail on them o keepe § Longer, Which makes the pork
SBASON Opan sooher on us, than | wolld have wished §, . .

Peru, Indiana, Apil 13, 1846. To Calvin Flalcher:

. . Your request lo know whaathar My nofe fo W™
Connar Will be paid When due | can only say that it will
be paid if the Pork will Bring the money & | Can get if
fo markelle in ime . . . | have shiped my Lard & som=
of my Bacon East . .. My Barel Pork | hawve infend:
fo Ship by way of New Orieans & have had my boals
ready wailing for a raise of waler near a month Bl §
the waler does nol raise fen days | will Decline sending
south and lake my chances with the Canida markatls
o this time . . . I | Could have gol off Early | Could
have made sale South, in fima o meeta all my Obiliga-
trans for Pork and | may do so yat Will f Posible But
tha Rivar not raising Wi Delay me Longer Than |
shouid have been There is so much produce fo send
off on the Canal that it is verry Difficull to gaf any thing
sar thal way al any thing ke a lair price . . . | feal
Varry anxious Io see tha and of i and [ asshure you |
have gof a good lesson in the Pork Trage This Tima.

Sourcs: |Adiana Slale Lisrary, Manuscnpls Division,

Uiyt P Hiil wwd B e Ul
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Driving Hogs to the River, continued

raining, we was soaked. The
tavernkeeper would set out a tub of
water and we would take turns
standin in it in our boots while others
scrubbed the mud off with a broom. We
would likely be wet anyhow, so more water
didn't damage us much.
. we had a supper of hot biscuits with
honey or maple syrup and a slab of ham. . . . The work
was hard and exposin, and we would be dog tired at night . . ..
Knowin the next day would be another hard grind, we was off to bed
rather early. The boss, who didn't get so muddy and wet, usually
got a bed. . . . we slept on the kitchen floor. We would pull off
our boots, spread our comforter or blanket on the floor,
roll up some carpet for a piller and sleep with our
feet to the fire.
After an early breakfast the boss
paid the tavern bill, which was fifty
cents a head for the men. . . .
we turned out our hogs

'ﬁﬁ?ﬂn«./ Aon oL e/ .-d:;ﬁ;u. ﬂmfﬁ%f s&’::

u,ﬁ?.n‘*fé' ﬁnm#.:ir oy -.:‘"":I"'h?f AP Llincrer Ol ciu

.lﬂif_ .!'4'1’-1- f?'-l"i'_.'i" &F i J"ffr:ﬂl.'".n..- ,-gﬂg.._. ££j
hrit 2 xm
o X4 ..r'f.-ﬁmq. Fal /7
d Jr/ﬁ;z. mr.%
c_ --—r-—-_—.,,

Whose Hogs Are These, Anyway?

;/Zf_ AN +1lom f’/%ﬂ/ﬁ;:'ff "?r"':"""'ét S&menﬂhﬁﬂﬂﬁhﬁﬂf.
farme o mark co
fog ot Prmdl 27 o A -',"r’}f"zﬁ"""’f'ﬁ id'ﬂ'nﬁil';rsmaircrm. A wﬂa:rfnd‘rnfanm

T -ﬁ'l'-'ll ﬁ#ﬂﬂ’wﬂ"“"‘;d'f e meWmm;m
/,H._,J j.f,:, e

of a page from a Decafur County, Indiana
Az jﬁ-ﬁm& clerk’s register of stockmarks, 182271,
— From Indiana State Library, Manuscripts Division.

10 The Indiana Historian August 1994 0 Copyright Indisss Hisindosl Hursau il



Porkopolis—A Market for Hoosier Hogs

During the first half of the ninetesnth
century, Cincinnati, also referred 1o as
Porkopolis, was a producer of pork and pork
products. it was an important dastination of

I am sure | should have liked Cincinnati much
better ¥ the people had not deall so very
largely in hogs! The immense quantity of
business done in this line would hardly be
believed by those who had nol witnessed §. |
never saw a newspapar withoul remarking
such advertisements as the lollowing:
Wanted immadiately, 4000 fat hogs,” “For
sale, 2000 barrels of prime pork.” But the
annoyance came nearer than this, if | deter-
mined upon a8 walk up Main Sireal, the
chances were five hundred o one against my
reaching the shady side without brushing by 8

and was on our way agin,

many Indiana hog drives. Mrs. Trollope, an
Englishworman wha lived in Cincinnati from
1827 1o 1831, describas Cincinnati in the
piace below.

snouf or two, fresh dripping from the kennel
When we had screwed up our courage lo the
anterprise of mounting a certain noble-looking
sugar-loal hill, thal promised pure air and a
fine view, we found the brook we had lo cross
al iz fool, red with the blood from a pig
greated by odars that | will not describe, and
which | haartily hope my readers cannol
imagine; our feet, thal on leaving the city had
expectad [o prass the flowery sod, literally got
entangled in pigs’ tails and faw-bones; . . ..
From Youatt and Martin, 80.

When we reached the slaughterhouse, a

bargain was struck for the hogs which was

anywhere from a dollar and fifty cents to

two-fifty a hundred pounds, dependin on the

quality. Every hog was weighed. . .

. All hogs

was checked as to marks of owners and ac-

counts of weights was kept.

The boss collected for the hogs and had charge
of the money untll he reached home. . . .
After a day spent in takin in the town and

buyin goods to take to home folks . . .

the wagon

was loaded and we was off on the return trip.
The drivers walked all the way home, too, which
took about five days. . . .

& Copyrighl Irdiana Himiorel Durma |#64
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Farming: From Folklore to Science

Pioneer families moving into the Old
Northwest during the first half of the
nineteenth century were farmers, Even
the lawyers, doctors, preachers, and

blacksmiths
farmed. Few
= stares, bad
e roads, liitle
' money, and
] relative
isclation
forced
most
families to
produce
their own
foad.
Krnow-

This i'.'u.tr:rmr: -D.Fln early Indiana ul‘n'ilnunj' w&m ina
history book far children published in 1900, Frem Florence
Bass, Storias of Pionear Life (Boston: D.C. Heath & Co., ing how Lo
1890}, 165, make a

farm In the
wilderness was knowledge that had been
handed down from generation Lo genera-
tion, often based on what we, (oday,
would call folklore. The primary ingredi-
ent for sucessful farm-making was hard
labor—felling trees, plowing, planting,
and harvesting, all by hand. The entire
family had to work in the ficlds, woods,
and gardens especlally during the first
few years after settling.

While pioneers struggled in the Old
MNorthwest, wealthy farmers and busi-
nessmen In and near larger eastern cities
began applying scientific methods to
agriculture. New theories, such as using
manure, rolating crops, and breeding
livestock and plants, became popular and
proved successiul.

Wanting to share their knowledge
with others, these farmers formed agri-
cultural societies whose purpose was Lo
spread information through meetings and
county agricultural fairs. Few of these
societies endured, even though some
slate governments promoted the organi-

zations through legislation.

In Indiana, after legislation passed in
1828 and 1835, county agriculiural
societies appeared and disappeared
guickly. In 1851, the State Board of
Agriculture was reorganized and renewed
its efforts to promote county agricultural
societies and scientific agriculture. The
first State Fair, exhibiting cattle, hogs,
other farm products, and the newest farm
machinery, was held in Indianapolis in
1852, Thirty thousand people from
throughout the state attended the event.

More succesaful in spreading the
word about new farming techniques were
the agriculiural magazines and perfodi-
cals which appeared in the East as well
as in Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Chicago,
and other cities throughout the country.
These magazines promoted the various
methods of sclentific farming and encour-
aged dialogue, discussion, and criticism
among their readers.

—

FROSFEGTUE OF THE

INDIANA FARMER:

D F. HOLLOWAY & W, T DENNIS Bilters

'.I.'I-l"-l-!ﬂlﬂ—ln-:-rrullﬂl sad Ehsorsticel Agri-
Etuhlmunillm-ﬂ-hlh fartile wedlsof the Wast; an
will

Murs knd Fruit Growisg, '-'_ .
'til-ll-.l!‘i!n:rl ol the morl WEE al Hersmi,
l:l'l.lll..m-rp wiill Bwing, .|,|,|.|.|.|.|.|._
Bechionbin and Mapulectires '-].IJ m
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This daseriplion appeared in The Indiana Farmer,
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Along with changes in techniques
came improvements in agriculiural ma-
chinery. The chilled-iron plow [invented
by James Oliver in South Bend, Indiana)
replaced the wooden plow; the wheat
cradle replaced the scythe, and the reaper
replaced the cradle; fanning mills re-
placed hand fails; simple seed planters
replaced hand dropping; horse-drawn

cultivators replaced hoeing.

As the products of U.5, farms be-

came more abundant and began to ser-

vice an enlarging national and interna-
tonal markel, farmers and politicians
alike appealed to the lederal government

for two tems:

1) recognition of the importance of
agriculiure by establishing a separate
U.5. Department of Agriculture, and

2) encouragement of formal educa-
tion in agricultural sclence through
federal grants of land for agricultural

colleges.

In 1862, the U.5. Department of

Agriculture was established. In the same
year, Congress passed the Morrill Act,

which granted federal lands to
states for bullding agricultural
colleges. Purdue University, a
Morrill Act land-grant college,
opened it doors in September
1874.

Sources: Buley, Gates,
Thornbrough.

Using & technology that was thousands of years oid, farmers in indiana in the sarly
ninsteenth century used a sickie fo cul wheat, (Figure 1) A sickler cowld eut up fo an acre a
day if sonecne alse followsd bahind to bind the whaal

The grain cradie appeared In Indiana by the 1830s. (Figure 2) With this fool, one person
cowld cut two or more acres a day—as long as another parson bound the grain.

By the 18508, when the salf-raking reaper was perfected, one person with this reaper
could harvest 10 to 12 acres & day. (Figure 3 depicts an sarly McCormick reaper.)

Sources: Buley, 1, 178-80; Gates, 287, Figures 1 and 2 from The Great Giant Swipe Fils
(New York: Hart Publishing Co., 1978), 15, 17. Figure 3 from Indiana Farmer, Vol. 1, No. 7,
Movarmiser 15, 1851, 104,

0 Copprighl | ralng, Hisoe sl Bussds "
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Pig Potpourri

* Some of thesa “pig” expressions may be new o you. = Can you think of additional pig-inspired folk sayings or
Ask adults, who may be more familiar with the expres- exprassions?

sions, for help.

Across

1= Mot al all, never.

3 - This phrase refers to the
unlikalihood of a situation,

5- You can'l make a purse
out of a sow's ear,

Down

2 - A traditional method of tying a pig's four legs fogether.

4 - This molten metal looked pig-shaped when poured
into & sand mold.

6 - The fashion of wearing hair in a tight braid down the
back.

T - Pigs were identified by culs made in their sars; they B - Nonsense, or “wikl™ statemant.

wereear_____ 10 -A stubborn person may be called pig :

8- Mnﬂmﬂnmmuﬁ before 12 -This sea mammal got its name from Latin words for
swina, meaning not to waste good things on those *pig” plus "ish",
mﬂmwmum

11 -An old expression says not fo buy a pig ina

meaning fo buy carefully and not be cheated.

T'—"!JLmIIHLIl'ﬂJ"

MMM, o &y

ST
A e

[Buatration from The North Waestam

Farmer, Vol. 2, Ne. 7, July 1, 1867, 142,

14
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An Apple for Everyone

Selected Resources

Student Reading

+ Gunby, Lise, Early Farm Life,
MNew York: Crabtree Publishing
Company, 1983.

An Interesting general work for
students that includes drawings
and engravings from early farm
magazines.

# Johnson, Paul C. Form Ani-
mals in the Making of America

Des Moines, Iowa: Wallace Home-

stead Book Company, 1975,

For all readers; includes jllus-
trations and text materials from
old farm magazines,

* Lavine, Sigmund A., and
Vincent Scuro, Wonders of Pigs,
New York: Dodd, Mead & Com-

pany, 1981.

An introduction with discussion

of development, history, and
folklore surrounding pigs: lor
intermediate readers.

Special Resources

These farming guldes provide
wonderful information about
raising pigs in the nineteenth
century.

* Dawson, H.C. The Hog Book.
Chicago: The Breeder's Gazette,
1813.

* Harris, Joseph. Harris on the
Pig. New York:; Orange Judd Co,,
1885,

* Shepard, 5. M. The Hog in
America. Indianapolis: Swine
Breeders' Joumal, 1896,

* Youatt, Willlam, and W.C L.
Martin. The Hog. New York: C.M.
Saxion, 1855.

General Sources

* Bamhart, John D, and Donald

F. Carmony, Indiona From Frontier

to Industrial Commomuwealth. YVol.
2. New York: Lewis Historical
Publishing Company, Inc., 1954,
Heprint, Indianapolis; Indiana
Historical Bureau, 1979,

Two excellent chapters on
Indiana farmers and agriculture.
*= Buley, R. Carlyle. The Old
Northuvest: Pioneer Period, 1815-
1840. 2 vols. Indianapolis: Indi-
ana Historical Society, 1950,
Reprint. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press in association
with the Indiana Historical Soci-
ety. 1978.

This is still a siandard history
of the early settlement period of
the midwestern region of the
United States,
¢ Cockrum, William M. Pioreer
History of Indiana. Oakland City,
Indiana: Press of Oakland City
Journal, 18907,

Many stories, customs, and
incidenis of the early ploneers.,

* Gates, Paul W. The Farmer's
Age, 1815-1860, New York: Holt,
Rinehari and Winston, 1960,

A standard reference on early
agriculture in the U.5.

» Hudson, John C. Making the
Comn Belt. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, August 1884,

Traces the geographical and
agricultural evolution of the
Midwest into the 18930s,
¢ Johnson, Oliver. A Home in the

Woods; Oliver Johnson's Reminis-

cences gof Early Marion County as
Related by Howard Johnson.
Indianapolis: Indiana Historical
Society, 1951.

O Capyright Indians Histors Barses 1884

The Indiana Histarian August 1884

A 1981 reissue by Indiana
University Press is now available.
= Latta, Willlam Carroll. Cudline
History of Indiana Agriculfure,
Lafayette, Indiana: Alpha Lambda
Chapter of Epsilon Sigma FPhi in
cooperation with Purdue Univer-
sity Agriculiural Experiment
Station and Department of Agri-
culiure Extension and The Indi-
ana County Agricultural Agents
Associalion, 1938,

Extensive report of the early
agriculiural history of Indiana.
¢ Thornbrough, Emma Lou.
Indinna in the Ciil War Era, 1850-
1880. Indianapolis: Indiana
Historical Bureau & Indiana
Historical Society, 1965,

The standard reference on
Indiana for the Civil War era.
= Towne, Charles Wayland, and
Edward Norris Wentworth. Pigs:
From Cave to Corn Belt. Norman:
Umniversity of Oklahoma Press,
1950.

A good resource aboul pigs
from prehistory to the late 1800s.

A Mois Ragurding Resaurcss: |lepms ars lEnsd on
Squrar Sader lema, eepecially, may oelude dated
practices and Wess et are mo Bnger gEnersly
mrrepled. He Iy €
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